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SUBJECT: REACTION TO PRIMIN'S ENERGY STATEMENT 
REF: OTTAWA 2947 

1. IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF PRIMIN TRUDEAU'S ENERGY STATEMENT 
DESCRIBED REFTEL IS TO ELIMINATE POSSIBILITY 

THAT PROGRESSIVE-CONSERVATIVE (PC) OPPOSITION WOULD 
OVERTHROW LIBERAL GOVERNMENT WITH NON-CONFIDENCE MOTION 
TO BE DEBATED DECEMBER 10 (OTTAWA 2878). NEW DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (NDP) LEADER LEWIS, WHO HAD THREATENED TO WITHDRAW 
SUPPORT FROM GOVERNMENT IF NDP ENERGY POLICY DEMANDS 
NOT MET, CALLED TRUDEAU SPEECH "IMMENSE VICTORY FOR 
NDP" AND PROMISED TO VOTE AGAINST NON-CONFIDENCE MOTION 
WHATEVER THE SUBJECT. 

2. PC SPOKESMAN IN COMMONS CALLED STATEMENT "BLATANT 
ATTEMPT TO SEDUCE THE NDP." REFERRING PARTICULARLY TO 
GOVERNMENT'S REVERSAL OF PRIOR DECISION TO LIFT PRICE 
FREEZE, AND TO COMMITMENT TO NATIONAL PETROEUM 
COPRORATION, BOTH OF WHICH NDP OBJECTIVES. HOWEVER 
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AT LEAST AS REGARDS NEXT MONDAY'S DEBATE. 

LEWIS HAS SOUGHT DEMONSTRATE NDP INDEPENDENCE 
FROM LIBERAL ENERGY PROGRAMS, AND TOLD PRESS HE HAD 
DECIDED TO VOTE AGAINST GOVERNMENT HAD IT NOT PRODUCED 
"THIS TYPEOF POLICY." THIS HAD MIXTURE OF FUSTIAN AND PRESSURE. 
EMBASSY AND MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVED NDP WOULD NOT WISH DEFEAT 
GOVERNMENT ON ENERGY POLICY, AT LEAST UNTIL ENERGY 
"CRISIS" BECAME MORE SERIOUS. HOWEVER, TRUDEAU'S 
STATEMENT FULFILLED PRACTICALLY ALL NDP DESIDERATA. 

3. PC'S RESPONDED ANGRILY TO PRIMIN'S STATEMENT. IN 
PARTICULAR, ALBERTAN MP'S (ALL OF WHOM ARE TORY") CALLED 
NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION A NATIONAL DISASTER, AND 
"END OF FREE ENTERPRISE IN OIL INDUSTRY." PC LEADER 
ST AFIELD SAID HE WAS NOT SURPRISED AT TRUDEAU’S OBVIOUS 
EFFORTS WIN NDP SUPPORT, BUT THAT STATEMENT WOULD INCREASE 
ALIENATION TOWARD OTTAWA IN WESTERN PROVINCES. PC'S 
INTEND TO GO AHEAD WITH NON-CONFIDENCE MOTION AND 
DEBATE. SHOULD ENERGY SITUATION DETERIORATE IN COMING 
MONTHS, PC'S CAN CLAIM THAT NDP MUST SHARE GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY. PC SOURCES TELL EMBASSY THEY BELIEVE 
NDP SUPPORT IN CANADA IS DISSIPATING, AND THAT PC COULD 
WITH AS MANY AS HALF OF THE 31 NDP SEATS IN COMMONS 
SHOULD ELECTIONS BE HELD THIS WINTER. AS LONG AS NDP 
SUPPORT FOR TRUDEAU'S GOVERNMENT CONTINUES FIRM, 

HOWEVER, THERE IS NOTHING THE CONSERVATIVES CAN DO 
ABOUT IT. THEIR FRUSTRATION IS INCREASINGLY APPARENT. 
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